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�(�)*+, Readings 

“The word of our God 
stands forever.” 

— Isaiah 40:8 
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2nd Sunday 
of Advent  

Isaiah 40:1-11 
Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 
Mark 1:1-8 
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3rd Sunday 
of Advent  

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Psalm 126 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
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4th Sunday 
of Advent  

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 
Romans 16: 25-27 
Luke 1:26-38 
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Christmas Eve 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Psalm 96 
Titus 2:11-14 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
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1st Sunday 
after Christmas  

Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3 
Psalm 148 
Galatians 4:4-7 
Luke 2:22-40 
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President:  Susie Wetherald (762-4250) 
Vice-President:  Alan Smith 

Treasurer:  Andy Rovelstad (749-5196) 
Secretary:  Anna Nelson (762-6621) 

Members:  Holly Carey, Bob Cave, Mary 
Heefner, Carol Hughes, William Martz, Harold 

Moritz, Linda Rausch, Peg Spangler, Roy 
Tressler, Pam Wagaman, and Linda Zimmerman 

 

Contact the Council at  
ChurchCouncil@ELCHome.org 

-��������

-0����

 

Evangelism:  Peg Spangler 
Family Ministry:  Carol Hughes 

Fellowship:  Helen Wolfe 
Finance: Dick Hersh 

Mutual Ministry:  open 
Nominating:  Susie Wetherald 

Personnel:  Harold Moritz 
Property:  John Doub 

Social Ministry:  Helen Wolfe 
Stewardship:  Joann Hersh 

Worship and Music:  Andy Rovelstad   

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
43 South Church Street 
Waynesboro, PA  17268 
Phone:  717-762-9151 
Fax:  717-762-3744 
Website:  www.ELCHome.org 
Email:   OfficeManager@ELCHome.org 
Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
          Friday, 8:30 a.m. - noon 
Interim Pastor:   Thomas Eifert 
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after the 10:45 a.m. service 
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4:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary 
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5:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall 
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6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room 
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10:45 a.m. worship service 
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7:30 and 11:00 p.m. 
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10:00 a.m. in the Sanctuary 

�"�5� Talk�
Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 
43 S. Church Street 

Waynesboro, PA 17268 
717-762-9151 
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December 
 

At a Glance 
Sunday, December 7  
A program of organ music will be presented at 4:00 p.m. by the Hagers-
town Chapter of the American Guild of Organists.  Deborah Zacher will 
perform at this event. 
 

Sunday, December 21 
Our annual Christmas cantata will be presented at the 10:45 a.m.      
service by the Evangelical choirs and additional vocalists.  This  cantata 
will consist of selected anthems, congregational singing, and narrations 
— all accompanied by piano, organ, and a small wind ensemble. 
 

Wednesday, December 24 
One half hour before the 7:30 p.m. 
Christmas Eve service will be a 
time of special  music by various 
individuals as well as our Chapel 
Bells.  The Chapel Choir will       
present their musical offering during 
the service.  Special music will be 
presented fifteen minutes before 
the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve    
service.  This year the service itself 
will be more informal; it will include  
music and scriptures and will     
conclude with the traditional candle 
light service. 
 

Sunday, January 4 
The Kid’s Bible Club and adults of 
our Sunday School classes will  
present the short musical program, 
“Three Wee Kings” at the 10:45 
a.m. service.  It is directed by    
Deborah Zacher and Susan Gift.   
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Thomas W. Eifert  —  Interim Pastor�
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The Season Most  
Misunderstood 
November 30 is the first Sunday in 
Advent and it marks the beginning 
of a new church year.  Because 
Advent is situated in the weeks  
immediately preceding Christmas 
its basic meaning and message is 
often misunderstood or, in many 
instances, completely overlooked.  
Hence, a few words to guide us 
with our observance of this old and 
venerable season. 
 
Ad venit. He comes to…. 
The word “Advent” comes from 
two Latin words which, translated 
literally, means “He comes to.”  It 
is a reference to Jesus coming to 
the world.  Advent is, therefore, a 
season that observes all the ways 
in which Jesus comes to the world. 
 
A Preoccupation  
with Christmas 
Having said that, guess which 
coming of Jesus into the world 
screams for an exclusive spotlight 
in Advent.  It’s Christmas, of 
course. We live in an environ- 
ment that just can’t wait to get to 
Christmas.  Christmas parapherna-
lia can be seen in our stores,    
communities, and even in some 
homes as early as September and 
by the time we get to early Decem-
ber we are completely inundated 
with Christmas.  Because Christ-
mas has been adopted by our   
secular culture, any attention given 

to the coming of Christ at this time 
of year is focused entirely on the 
past. 
 
Enlarging our Perspective 
But Advent invites us to a larger  
perspective.  Advent calls us and 
challenges us to recognize the    
coming of Jesus not only in the past, 
but in the present and the future as 
well.  The season follows the same 
structure every year and it begins 

with a look to the future and the   
second coming of Christ.  (It’s like 
starting at the end of the story.) 
 
First Sunday in Advent 
During Advent we will be using the 
Nicene Creed and we will find our-
selves saying He will come again in 
glory to judge the living and the 
dead.  A reading from Mark’s     
Gospel on the first Sunday in Advent 
will be a reflection of the second 
coming of Jesus in the future.  Mark 
will encourage us to be alert and 
ready.       

   Second and Third Sundays 
in Advent 
The next two Sundays revolve 
around that very charismatic 
prophet who came to prepare the 
way for the earthly ministry of  
Jesus.  John’s call to repent is    
urgent and dramatic and is a      
sobering reminder of the preva-
lence of sin and death in our world.  
He points the way so that we     
recognize the One who came to 
deliver us from the clutches of evil. 

 
Magnificat  
on the Fourth Sunday 
NOW we are ready to celebrate the 
coming of Jesus at Bethlehem.  On 
the fourth Sunday of Advent (when 
our choir will present its annual 
Cantata), the Gospel gives us the 
account of the angel Gabriel’s   
announcement to Mary that she  
has been chosen to be the mother 
of Jesus.  My soul magnifies the 
Lord and my spirit rejoices in God, 
my Saviour, Mary sings.  And    
because we have at least attempted 
to observe Advent in a responsible 
manner, we too, are able to sing 
our songs of faith with sincere  
conviction. 
 
The Blue of Advent 
The liturgical color for the season 
is blue — symbolic of the hope 
that is ours in our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  He came into this world 
long ago, continues to come in 
many ways, and promises to   
come again when he will bring   
our salvation to its completion. 
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The deadline for submissions to the  
January Table Talk is December 19, 2008. 
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Starting January 11, 
2009, the Family    Min-
istry Committee will of-
fer a new     Sunday 
School class based on 
the current bestseller, 
The Shack, by William 
Paul Young.  We plan to 
explore the ways we deal 
with the stresses and 
pains that life throws our 
way, by  taking a jour-
ney with the main char-
ac te r ,  Mackenz ie , 
through his “Great Sad-
ness” after the abduction 
of his youngest daughter.  Discussion will revolve 
around the ways we make sense of these times and 
how our relationship and communication with God 
evolves during trying times.  If you  wish to partici-
pate in our new class, we ask that you contact the 
church office (762-9151) or Holly Carey (762-8965) 
by December 21.  We will  then purchase the number 
of needed books.  The class will run for approximately 
eight weeks.  Also, the committee welcomes title sug-
gestions for the class to use in the future. 
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The Family Ministry Committee invites 
everyone to a luncheon and the Advent 
Workshop following the 10:45 a.m. wor-

ship service on December 7.   
     The menu includes 
steamers, hot dogs, drinks, 
and desserts.  You are asked 
to bring a hot or cold side 
dish to share. 
     The crafts include scherenschnitte 

(German paper cutting), a live 
table top arrangement, assorted 
children’s crafts, 
a ceramic project,         
and decorating 
your own wreath.  
     Please sign up 

on the  table in the Parlor 
hallway. 

Hanging  
of the Greens 

 

Come, enjoy  
dinner and dessert  

at 5:30 p.m.  
in Fellowship Hall 
on December 12.   

Then help  
to decorate  
the church. 

Wellness Program: 
Understanding Thyroid Problems 

— Knowing the Basics 
 

The thyroid gland is important in regulating 
the body’s use of energy, hormones, and   
vitamins.  It’s also a vital part of body tissue 
growth.  On December 12 at 2:00 p.m. in the 
Fleck Center, Lutheran Home Care and   

Hospice will explain how the thyroid gland works and 
how it controls the body’s chemicals.  This program is 
free and open to the public. 
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7:00 p.m. 
  - Evangelism/Parlor 

�  

 
!

9:00 a.m. 
  - Sewing Belles/Rm 106 
 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Bells/CR 
7:30 p.m. 
  - Cantata Rehearsal/CR 
8:00 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Choir/CR 

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Executive/Office 

7  9


�

9:00 a.m 
  - B.P. Screening 
9:00 a.m. 
  - Chapel Choir/CR 
after 10:45 service 
 - Luncheon 
 and Advent 
 Workshop 

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Finance/Office  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
 - Congregation Council/ 
    Room 203 

��

9:00 a.m. 
  - Sewing Belles/Rm 106 
 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Bells/CR 
7:30 p.m. 
  - Cantata Rehearsal/CR 
8:00 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Choir/CR 
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5:30 p.m. 
  - Dinner and Hanging  
    of the Greens   
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9:00 a.m. 
  - Chapel Choir/CR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:45 p.m. 
  - Chapel Bells/CR 
6:30 p.m. 
  - ELY/YR 
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1:00 p.m. 
  - Social Ministry/Parlor 

��

9:00 a.m. 
  - Sewing Belles/Rm 106 
 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Bells/CR 
7:30 p.m. 
  - Cantata Rehearsal/CR 
8:00 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Choir/CR 

��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Stewardship/Parlor 
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9:00 a.m. 
  - Chapel Choir/CR 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:45 p.m. 
  - Chapel Bells/CR 

��

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Property/Parlor 
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7:00 p.m. 
  - Family Ministry/ 
    Room 203 
  - Personnel/Parlor  

��  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
  - Christmas Eve Service 
11:00 p.m. 
  - Christmas Eve Service 

�7  

10:00 a.m. 
  - Christmas Day Service 
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8:00 a.m.   
Holy Communion/Sanctuary 
 

9:15 a.m.     
Coffee Fellowship/Parlor 
 

9:30 a.m.      
Sunday Church School 
 

10:45 a.m. 
Holy Communion/Sanctuary �2
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�������� Calendar 

Deadline 
for the next 
Table Talk 
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NOVEMBER 
COUNCIL 
MEETING  

 
     President Susie Wetherald called 
the meeting to order and led the  
devoctions.  She announced the  
receipt of a letter from the director 
of the four Diamonds fund thanking 
ELC for our $960 gift.  Also,      
another letter of thanks came from 
Solomon's Church for the Council 
members who attended their council 
meeting to explain how we         
conducted our Town Meetings. 
     Andy Rovelstad submitted the 
treasurer’s report.  It was passed 
unanimously. 
     The Social Ministry Committee 
recommended that the Reider House 
be rented to Maranatha Ministries.  
A copy of a standard lease will be 
sought from Chirstina Newcomer, 
the director of Maranatha Minis-
tries.  The Property Committee will  
look over the lease as well as evalu-
ate any work needed to be done on 

the house. 
     The Worship and Music Com-
mittee recommended the use of  
Lessons and Carols for the late    
service on Christmas Eve.  The  
Music Department will coordinate. 
     The Finance Committee recom-
mended that the Council approve 
the 2009 budget and then submit it 
for approval to ELC members at the 
November 16 Congregation Meet-
ing. 
     Harold Moritz reported that 
Anne Conrad has agreed to serve on 
next year’s Council.  
     The Council approved giving the 
plate offering on November 23 to 
Lantern Hill. 
     The Council Reorganization  
meeting will be on January 17, 
2009.  Refreshments will be served 
at 8:30 a.m. and the meeting will 
convene at 9:00 a.m. 
     The Evangelism Committee   
recommended that the crosses for 
visitors be given to them with the 
cookie mixes, instead of by the  
ushers. 

     The meeting closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer. 
      

Copies of all staff and committee  
minutes and reports given  
to the Council are posted  

on the bulletin board 
in the Parlor hallway. 


-($%�+5 Highlights
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Lisa Cronauer , Paul Black , Marge 
Driscoll , Don and Kathy Schleef , 
Geroge Neal, Jeremiah Sanders , 
Bette Stark , and Brittany Patrick . 
 


�1
/)
��"'
6(�
0�"5+%4 

"%&
�1��%41*
6(�;
 


Denise Beck  and John McCleary . 
 

WHEN HOSPITALIZATIONS OCCUR... 
Please call the church office to alert the pastors 
to your desire for visitation.  New guidelines are 
now in place, which restrict the ability of the 
hospital to make this information available.  
(NOTE:  A similar restriction is now in place for 
nursing home information sharing.) 

���������
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Congregation Meeting 
     The annual  Congregation Meeting was held after the 10:45 a.m.      
worship service on November 16.  Treasurer Andy Rovelstad submitted his 
report; then the 2009 budget was approved.  Three Council members are 
returning for their second term:  Mary Heefner, Roy Tressler, and Pam  
Wagaman.  Two new people will join the Council:  Anne Conrad and Kathie 
Sandifer.  The 2009 nominating panel will consist of Andy Rovelstad and 
Susie Wetherald.  Helping them will be Joann Hersh, Rachel Moritz, Chuck 
Morningstar, and Pat Ratdke. 
     Pastor Eifert discussed the four causes for celebration he introduced in 
the November Table Talk:   the Call Committee, the Town Meetings, the 
Hospitality Team, and Project Reconcile. 
     Answering a question from the floor, the Call Committee said there was 
no update to report.   
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Adopt a Family 
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     At no time are traditions more honored than during the holiday season. This year the Family Ministry  
Committee would like to introduce two new activities that we hope will become part of the traditional    
Christmas worship at ELC.  But in order to do this we need YOUR help. 

The first new activity, with an old twist, is the “Hanging of the Greens.”  
On Friday, December 12, you are invited to a Spaghetti Dinner that      
includes make-your-own sundaes for dessert.  Dinner will be served     
beginning at 5:30 pm. in Fellowship Hall.  Following dinner, all of us will 
go to the sanctuary for the “Hanging of the Greens” in which we will 
decorate the church for Christmas. 

The second activity is the lighting of luminaries on Christmas 
Eve.  A luminaria is a light or little lantern, usually a candle   
inside a paper lamp shade.  Luminaries are made from brown 
paper bags weighted down with sand and illuminated from 
within by a lit candle and traditionally displayed on Christmas 
Eve.  In the western states of Arizona, New Mexico, and 
Texas these are typically arranged in rows to create large and 
elaborate displays.  The hope among Christian believers is that 

the lights will guide the spirit of the Christ child to one's home.  We want to light the        
entrance ways  to our church on Christmas Eve.  Donations of wide-mouth jars (big enough 
to stick your arm in) and money to purchase sand is needed.  Luther Ridge has generously 
donated candles and bags.  Help is also needed in assembling the luminaries.  Please contact 
Kathy Dukes if you can help light the luminaries on Christmas Eve. 
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Undesignated Income $226,716.35 

Budgeted Expenses $188,354.53 

Income Less Expenses + $38,361.82 
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Oct. 26 65 126 $6,139.45 

Nov. 2 60 100 $6,589.00 

Nov. 9 77 100 $4,930.39 

Nov. 16 63 109 $5,189.00 

�+))+(%"�'
�,(%)(�)*+, 


 

Dec. 16 
 

June Shindle 

 ����� �!���������� �
     Many thanks to Harry and Jill Morningstar for their most   
generous gift of our parlor renovation.  All furnishings, including 
pictures and lamps, will be donated by Harry and Jill.  As well, 
we thank Chuck and Teresa Morningstar for their cost-savings 
on new carpeting.  The goal is for this project to be completed  
for our Christmas season.  The following timetable has been  
proposed and accepted for the project: 

· December 1-2, removal of old     
furnishings (which will be      
relocated within ELC) by      
Furniture Market employees 

· December 3-7, painting of the 
walls (only those already 
painted) by ELC volunteers   
Bill Hine and Bill Martz  

· December 3-7, installation of 
new window treatments by   
Old Towne Touch 

· December 8-10, removal of old 
carpet and installation of new 
carpet by Waynesboro Floor 
Covering 

· December 11-12, removal of 
overhead the fluorescent lights 
and installation of hanging    
fixture over conference table by 
Furniture Market employees 

"�����"�����"�����"����� ����#�����#�����#�����#�����  

...is the automated giving program from 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans that is 
designed to help you conveniently and 
consistently contribute to Evangelical 
Lutheran Church.  Sign-up forms are 
available now in the church office. 
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John Beard 847 Anthony Avenue 
Waynesboro, PA  17268 

�

 

Martha Fisher 716 Clayton Avenue 
Waynesboro, PA  17268 

7

 

Alice Galbraith 13004 Old Forge Road 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 

7

 

Dorothy LeBlanc P.O. Box 44 
Rouzerville, PA 17250 

 
 John Aldridge 280 W. Second Street 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 

 
 Jackie Kline 934 Sunset Avenue 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 

�!
 Bill Shupe 18 N. Price Avenue 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 

��

 

Shirley Bittner 842 Anthony Avenue 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 

��

 

Dessie Sheffler 216 S. Oller Avenue 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 

��

 

George Kirch 11385 N. Garfield Street Ext. 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
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Christmas Cards 
 

New, unused Christmas cards and other occa-
sion greeting cards are needed for the residents 
of The Inn at Luther Ridge.  They like to send 
greetings to their friends and families, but often 
are unable to 
purchase them.  
If you have any 
cards that you 
would like to   
donate, please 
bring them to 
The Inn or to the 
Fleck Center. 

Help Is Needed 
 

The Evangelism Committee has undertaken 
the task of placing signs publicizing ELC on 
the main arteries entering Waynesboro.  
Funds have been allocated for the purchase 
of six signs, but a problem exists:  under a 
recently enacted township ordinance, a per-
mit requiring the landowner’s permission 
must first be obtained.  Our wish is to place 

one sign at each end of town on Routes 16, 997, and 
316.  Thus far, we only have permission to replace the 
existing sign at Beck's curve on Rt. 16 and an addi-
tional one on Rt. 997 south.  If you are acquainted 
with property owners in the other location who may 
allow us to place a sign on their property, please call 
Bob Cave (765-9762) or leave such information at the 
church office. 
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Dear friends, 
 
Happy fall!  I'm writing to you from my family's home in Waynesboro, 
Pennsylvania.  It's so good to be home (for my dear friend Lea's wedding); 
it's the perfect season to visit. 
 
Don't worry, I'll be returning to Bangkok next Sunday!  And God is doing so 
much:  (look at the bottom for quick prayer requests) 
 
Santisuk Foundation — Organizing in the Slums  
I’m embracing community organizing.  We had a training last month which 
was both practical and inspiring.  Over the next year, my teammates      
Michelle, Lisa, and I will have intentional conversations with many of our 
2,000 neighbors in Samaki Patana.  We want to discover what issues    
impact their lives the most and what they are passionate and equipped to 
tackle as a group.  So far, I've only had a couple of one-on-one conversa-
tions (which will eventually lead to group meetings and then to an action 
plan) but they've been eye-opening.  A focus of our training was "unlocking 
strength" through organizing.  In my first conversation, I learned about Pi 
Goi's lifelong passion about children and teaching.  In my second conver-
sation I learned about Ba Sai's protective love of her neighbors.  She     
received a loan from our foundation to expand her sewing business —   
primarily because she wanted to help the problem of unemployment.  Now 
she's looking for a new home so her employees can travel to and from 
work safely.  I have some amazing neighbors and I'm excited to see what 
we can accomplish together. 
 
Santisuk Church — Addressing Domestic Violence  
In the last update, I asked you to pray for my friend Lat, a new Christian 
and new mom in an abusive marriage.  The week after I sent that email, 
Lat and baby Beau came to our house church  in distress.  Lat explained 
to me that she wanted to leave her husband that day and move back 
home to the provinces.  I made a decision to help her financially, and also 
to give her the name of a pastor in the provinces my friend Micah told me 
about.  However, she decided instead to go home and provoke her      
husband.  Both of them came back to our house in the middle of a fight, 
standing in the doorway yelling at each other.  The members of our house 
church watched.  Many of the women in our house church are themselves 
in an abusive marriage.                      (continued on page 7) 
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(continued from page 6) 
The situation ended with Bo (the husband) storming off and Lat getting a 
taxi to her sister's house to drink....... so, a very dramatic story.  But here is 
what has come in the wake of this: 
· Our church has decided to tackle the issue of domestic violence head 

on — addressing the sin in our own church 
· The members of our house church are brainstorming together about 

how to really help Lat and  — in combination with a new desire to visit 
and reach out to our neighbors — is truly deepening the partnership, 
mutual respect, and relevance of our little house church 

· I am learning that I can't change anyone's life.  Change is up to God 
and that person.  Kind of a disappointment, but kind of a relief!!  But I 
can continue to learn how to be a good friend — to ask better ques-
tions, to think through possible solutions together.  And I'm also learning 
to be patient in the midst of crisis. 

 
Prayer Requests:  
*  My slum's name, Samaki Patana , means "unified development.”    
Please pray that together, my neighbors will have hope and build up their 
community. 
*  Please pray for honesty, depth, and continued growth towards healthy 
marriages among the members of our  house church . 
*  When I return to Thailand next weekend, I will only have a few weeks 
before my year of intensive language learning is over!  Please pray for me 
and my teammates in our continued learning.  
*  Thailand is still experiencing political turmoil .  Please pray for both the 
United States and Thailand as it’s an uncertain season for both countries! 
 
God has been incredibly gracious to me over the last month.  As I've told 
many people, He has answered every single prayer.  It's been a tumultu-
ous fall, filled with conflict and tough issues but we serve a redemptive 
God.  I'm seeing that if I wait, pray, and listen, Jesus responds.  He's so 
good to us. 
 
I'm very grateful for a few weeks to be home in Waynesboro, to see my 
family and celebrate with my friend.  And I'm really grateful for the sweet 
life that God has given me in Thailand and how He is revealing Himself 
more and more. 
 
Praising God, 

���
� �


