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���'()* Readings 

“Heaven and earth will disappear, 
but my words will remain forever.” 

— Mark 13:31 
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All Saints Day  
Joshua 3:7-17 
Psalm 107:1-7 
1 Thessalonians 2:9-13 
Matthew 23:1-12 
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26th Sunday 
after Pentecost  

Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
Psalm 78:1-7 
1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
Matthew 25:1-13 
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27th Sunday 
after Pentecost  

Judges 4:1-7 
Psalm 123 
1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
Matthew 25:14-30 
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28th Sunday 
after Pentecost  

Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24 
Psalm 100 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Matthew 25:31-46 
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1st Sunday 
of Advent  

Isaiah 64:1-9 
Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
Mark 13:24-37 
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President:  Susie Wetherald (762-4250) 
Vice-President:  Alan Smith 

Treasurer:  Andy Rovelstad (749-5196) 
Secretary:  Anna Nelson (762-6621) 

Members:  Holly Carey, Bob Cave, Mary 
Heefner, Carol Hughes, William Martz, Harold 

Moritz, Linda Rausch, Peg Spangler, Roy 
Tressler, Pam Wagaman, and Linda Zimmerman 

 

Contact the Council at  
ChurchCouncil@ELCHome.org 
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Evangelism:  Peg Spangler 
Family Ministry:  Carol Hughes 

Fellowship:  Helen Wolfe 
Finance: Dick Hersh 

Mutual Ministry:  open 
Nominating:  Susie Wetherald 

Personnel:  Harold Moritz 
Property:  John Doub 

Social Ministry:  Helen Wolfe 
Stewardship:  Joann Hersh 

Worship and Music:  Andy Rovelstad   

EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  
43 South Church Street 
Waynesboro, PA  17268 
Phone:  717-762-9151 
Fax:  717-762-3744 
Website:  www.ELCHome.org 
Email:   OfficeManager@ELCHome.org 
Office Hours:  Monday-Thursday, 8:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
          Friday, 8:30 a.m. - noon 
Interim Pastor:   Thomas Eifert 
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Vote 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room 
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after the 10:45 a.m. worship  
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6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room 
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11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. in FH 
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The office is closed. 
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9:30 a.m. in the Chapel 

�!�0� Talk�

 

43 S. Church Street 
Waynesboro, PA 17268 
717-762-9151 
www.ELCHome.org 
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At a Glance 

     The ELCA Washington Office         
prepared “Called To Be a Public Church” 
to equip Lutherans to engage responsibly 
in the 2008 election cycle. The guide     
includes nonpartisan briefs on issues     
related to ELCA social statements.  You 
can read these statements on the ELCA 
webpage.  Click on the links “What We 
Believe” and then “Social Issues.”  The 
issues include abortion; church in society; 
death penalty; economic life; education;      
environment; health and healthcare; 
peace; and race, ethnicity, and culture. 
 
     "As Lutherans it is part of our vocation 
to be responsible citizens," said the Rev. 
Philip L. Hougen, bishop, ELCA Southeastern Iowa Synod, Iowa 
City.  "For us, responsible citizenship involves engaging in the world 
as a public church, which includes participation in the civic process 

Election Day Is November 4th 

during elections.  Iowans 
have the special privilege  
to be involved in the        
nation's first caucus, and  
we have the opportunity    
to ask questions of candi-
dates that are important     
to people of faith, includ-
ing issues of justice,      
hunger, poverty and global 
disease." 
 
Remember to vote  
on November 4th. 
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The Hard Questions 
The interim here at ELC is now     
beginning its second year and there 
may be some people who would    
argue over whether or not there is 
anything to celebrate.  Instead, ques-
tions may prevail about what is    
going on and why a congregation 
has to wait so long for a new pastor.  
While the questions are appropriate 
the answers are usually elusive and 
often unsatisfying.  Hard questions 
notwithstanding, there are some 
things to celebrate about this past 
year that should not be overlooked. 
Four causes for celebration come to 
mind. 
 
The Call Committee 
At the center of every interim is that 
group of people who accept the     
responsibility to do what has to be 
done to fill the vacated pastoral     
office.  It is a mission that obviously 
has very high priority, is very     
complicated, often frustrating, and 
requires enormous dedication and 
work not to mention patience.  Our 
ELC Call Committee has organized 
itself, completed an exhaustive     
review required by the national 
church and the local synod, and is 
now ready to work with synodical 
officials in the next phase of this 
sometimes tedious process.  An effi-
ciently functioning Call Committee 
such as the one we have here at ELC 
is no small accomplishment and 
must not be taken for granted. All of 
us need to celebrate the fact that 
ELC has generated such a fine com-
mittee from its ranks. That’s cause 

for celebration #1. 
 
The Town Meetings  
At its planning meeting this past 
January, the Church Council         
conceived a course of action by which 
all members of the congregation 
would be invited to participate in an 
assessment of the congregation’s 
weaknesses and strengths.  Advice 
and counsel to the leaders would also 
be a part of the agenda at what came 
to be known as The Town Meetings.  

The project turned out to be quite  
successful not only because of the 
willing leadership of the Council and 
the Call Committee, but also because 
of the extensive participation of the 
membership at large here at ELC.  
Among all the positive things that can 
be said about the project, perhaps the 
most significant is that we did it and 
that we did it at that time.  Complet-
ing all those town meetings is cause 
for celebration #2 
 
The Hospitality Team 
Late last spring an overwhelming 
number of people responded to an 

invitation to be part of a hospitality 
team in an effort to help ELC be a 
little more overt about its friendliness 
on Sunday mornings.  Hospitality, an 
action that has theological  implica-
tions that are often overlooked, is a 
project that needs        ongoing atten-
tion if it is to be effective.  An evalua-
tion of the project after the first 14 
weeks indicates a strong interest in 
giving continued attention to this is-
sue.  Our Hospitality Team is cause 
for celebration #3. 
 
Project Reconcile 
Earlier this fall we set out on another 
course of action – this time in a long-
overdue effort to reach out to people 
who, for one reason or another, have 
become estranged from the congre-
gation.  While the number of people 
who have volunteered to make these 
contacts is small, the potential is    
significant.  At its October meeting, 
the Council resolved to continue 
these efforts.  Reconciliation, a    
central theme in Scripture and at the 
heart of our relationship to God, 
manifests itself most clearly in our 
relationships to one another.  Focus-
ing our energies on such matters is 
most certainly appropriate and is 
genuine cause for celebration #4. 

 
Into the Future 
The very nature of an interim is that 
no one knows how long it will last.  
Like the end of time, it is absolutely 
unpredictable.  For as long as it is 
here, however, let us resolve to      
endure its frustrations as gracefully  
as possible and, at the same time, 
celebrate the strengths and accom-
plishments we are privileged to       
enjoy. 
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Turn Back Your Clocks 

 

Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 a.m. on November 
2.  Remember to set back your clocks one hour before 
going to bed Saturday night.  The Fire Dept. reminds 
you to change the batteries in your smoke detectors.  
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9:00 a.m 
  - B.P. Screening 
9:00 a.m. 
  - Chapel Choir/CR 
 
 
2:00 p.m. 
  - Worship & Music/ 
    Parlor 
   

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Finance/Office  
  - Evangelism/Parlor 

 

9:30 a.m. 
  - Bible Study/Parlor 

:

9:00 a.m. 
  - Sewing Belles/Rm 106 
 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Bells/CR 
7:30 p.m. 
  - Cantata Rehearsal/CR 
8:00 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Choir/CR 

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Executive/Office 

4  7

 

�

9:00 a.m. 
  - Chapel Choir/CR 
 
 
 
 
 
5:45 p.m. 
  - Chapel Bells/CR 
6:30 p.m. 
  - ELY/YR 

��

 

��

 
9:30 a.m. 
  - Bible Study/Parlor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m.  
 - Congregation Council/ 
    Room 203 

��

9:00 a.m. 
  - Sewing Belles/Rm 106 
 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Bells/CR 
7:30 p.m. 
  - Cantata Rehearsal/CR 
8:00 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Choir/CR 

��

 

�  �:  

��

9:00 a.m. 
  - Chapel Choir/CR 
after 10:45 a.m. service 
  - Congregation Meeting 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5:45 p.m. 
  - Chapel Bells/CR 

�4

 

�7  

9:30 a.m. 
  - Bible Study/Parlor 
 
 
 
1:00 p.m. 
  - Social Ministry/Parlor 

��  

9:00 a.m. 
  - Sewing Belles/Rm 106 
 
 
 
 
6:30 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Bells/CR 
7:30 p.m. 
  - Cantata Rehearsal/CR 
8:00 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Choir/CR 

��  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Stewardship/Parlor 

��  ��  

��

9:00 a.m. 
  - Chapel Choir 
5:45 p.m. 
-Chapel Bells 
6:30 p.m.  
-ELY/YR 

��

 

9:30 a.m. 
   - Fifth  

       Sunday 
      Sing Along/ 

            Chapel 

�  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Property/Parlor 

�:

9:30 a.m. 
  - Bible Study/Parlor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 p.m. 
  - Family Ministry/ 
    Room 203 
  - Personnel/Parlor  

��

9:00 a.m. 
  - Sewing Belles/Rm 106 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m. 
  - Cathedral Choir/CR


�4

 
11:00 a.m. 
  - Community Dinner/FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The office is closed.  

�7  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The office is closed. 

�� 





�

8:00 a.m.   
Holy Communion/Sanctuary 
 

9:15 a.m.     
Coffee Fellowship/Parlor 
 

9:30 a.m.      
Sunday Church School 
 

10:45 a.m. 
Holy Communion/Sanctuary ���
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OCTOBER 
COUNCIL 
MEETING  

 
     President Susie Wetherald called 
the October 10 meeting to order and 
gave the opening devotion. 
     Sharon McCall showed the 
members a video, “Imagine Capital 
Campaign”. from the Lutheran 
Camping Corporations.  She is 
seeking funds to expand Camp 
Nawakwa. 
     Andy Rovelstad presented his 
treasurer's report and it was         
accepted. 
     Pastor Eifert asked for assistance 
in distributing the Discretionary 
Fund.  Carol Hughes and Bill Martz 
volunteered.  On the pastor’s rec-
ommendation the Council passed a 
motion to continue with Project 
Reconcile.  The council also unani-
mously approved to extend Pastor 
Eifert’s contract for another six 
months. 
     The Call Committee reported 
that the synod has received the pro-
files but we have not heard from 
them. 
     The Social Committee sponsored 

a motion that money given in lieu of 
Christmas poinsettias be given to 
the Pastor's Discretionary Fund. 
     Christina Newcomer, director of 
Maranantha, is interested in the  
Reider House.  The Social Minis-
tries Committee will meet with her. 
     Harry Morningstar has given the 
Council a timeline for the Parlor 
renovations. 
     The Executive committee recom-
mended that the annual congrega-
tion meeting be held on November 
16 after the 10:45 a.m. worship ser-
vice.      
     The Nominating Committee is 
seeking people to serve on the coun-
cil.  Harold Moritz represents the 
2009 committee and will be con-
tacting several people.  Linda 
Rausch, Andy Rovelstad, and Susie 
Wetherald represent the 2010 com-
mittee.  The were asked to find one 
person each. The Council hopes to 
have new members approved at the 
Annual Congregation meeting. 
     Carol Hughes reported for the 
Family Ministry committee.  She 
discussed the need for a new TV 
and DVD player. 
     The meeting closed with the 
Lord’s Prayer.  
      

 

Copies of all staff and committee  
minutes and reports given  
to the Council are posted  

on the bulletin board 
in the Parlor hallway. 
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Ashton Mitchell , Kodi Protsch , 
David and Rosemary Quill , Mike 
and Kristy Swiney , and Theresa 
Neff . 
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Dianna Henneberger , Rod Carey, 
Phil Van Dam, and Ruth McNeill . 
 

WHEN HOSPITALIZATIONS OCCUR... 
Please call the church office to alert the pastors 
to your desire for visitation.  New guidelines are 
now in place, which restrict the ability of the 
hospital to make this information available.  
(NOTE:  A similar restriction is now in place for 
nursing home information sharing.) 
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The deadline  
for submissions  

to the December Table Talk  
is November 17, 2008. 
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Letter from Laura Lindgren 
     Greetings to all from Slovakia!!  Thank you to all of you who have 
helped me to get here, by prayer, donations, and kind words.  It is        
because of your support that I’m able to be here on this mission. 
     The first week of training was pretty intense.  We began every morn-
ing at 8am with breakfast.  Slovak breakfast consists of bread, fresh 
vegetables, smoked meats, and tea or coffee.  Prayer was a constant    
during our first week, and it gave me strength and courage.  Everyone 
here has helped me feel happy and welcome. 
     Slovak culture is much different from our own.  Aside from different 

foods and        different languages, attitudes about many things are quite different.  The students 
here are quite amazing as well.  Discipline has not ever been an issue here.  My students are 
courteous, polite, and respectful.  We begin each day with devotions and prayer.  They are brief,  
but it is nice      to see students thanking God for their lives and asking him to bless their studies.  
This was something that took me a little while to get used to. 
     There is an international, English speaking, congregation here in Bratislava.  I attend there 
regularly, and I have started writing the prayers for the congregation.  On my first Sunday at   
the Maly Kostel (small church) where the international services are held, I was a witness to the  
baptism of a 35 year-old man from Kenya.  It was moving in a way that took my breath away.  
The spirit filled the room like an elephant, and I watched a  man be saved. 
     Here in Slovakia, where everything is different, I feel closer to God.  I have to pray a lot 
more just to stay  focused on tasks that are simple and require little thought at home.  Each day, 
something happens that confirms my presence as right and good.  I have started  
a Biology Club and we are in the process of implementing the first-ever  
recycling program at the Lyceum (school).  I am also the librarian.   
I help older students find resources for projects and younger  
students find reading material appropriate for their English  
reading level.  So I am busy, but I feel that my work  
is very important. 
     Thank you all for your prayers and support.                                                                                
I will keep you in my prayers and keep you updated                                                                           
on the latest in Slovakia.  Please continue to keep me                                                                    
in your prayers that I may come to more fully                                                                                         
know Christ and to make Christ known.                                                                                               

�������  

 

November 2008                                 9                                                                                       TABLE  TALK

����'()* Assistants�

 ����������	����������	����������	����������	� ��� ���� ���������
����������
����������
����������
�� ���  ���
������������
������������
������������
���������� ���
���� ������������������������������������� ��� ���	���������	���������	���������	������   ������������������������������������� ��� ������������������������������������� ��� ����������������������������������������  

��������	 4������5���� 6���7
��	���� � 8���������
�
���� � 8���������
�
����

�������
�	
�
�	 � � � � � �

�����	�����	 � � � � � �

�������	 � � � � � �

������	 �����9� �����.� � �����0� �����/� �����'�

������
	�����
 	 ::::::::::� � ::::::::::� ::::::::::�

������
	���� ::::::::::� ������4���� � ::::::::::� ::::::::::� �

�������	����� ::::::::::� 4��
��;�������� � ::::::::::� �

�����	 ����	 ;�	
�����
��<�����������;���	
� � 5�
������,���;���"�� �

!��"��	#���$���	 =���������������;��������� � 6���������
��� �

::::::::::�

,���>���� �

;���	��%����

�

�

�

�����9�

::::::::::�

::::::::::�

6�����
������=��?����
����	"�

���	���������	���������	���������	������  

 ���������
���������
���������
���������
� ���  ����������������������������������������� ��� ���� ��������������������������������������������� ���
� ���� ������������������������������������� ��� ���	���������	���������	���������	������  ���� ������������������������������������� ��� ���	���������	���������	���������	������  
��������	 4������5����

�
8���������
�
���� @�
��,��
	�� � 4������5���� 4����;��������

�������
�	
�
�	 @�"�����
�
����
�

@�
��8����
� @�
��7���� � ;�	
�����
��<� =���� ���
�

�����	�����	  ��4����������A�4�
���>�
� �
� B�
������<�C���
���������	
� ,��������������;���	
 � � 4��"�����	"A;�?����� >�
���� ���
�A�4����� ���
�

�������	 @�����>�
�
�
�

=������;�	"� ���
��8����� � =����;��������� @������
����

������		 �����9�
�

�����0� �����9� � �����'� �����0�

������
	�����
	 ::::::::::�
�

::::::::::� �����>���� � ::::::::::� =���� ���
�

������
	�������	 ::::::::::�
�

::::::::::�  ���>���� � ::::::::::� 4����� ���
�

�������	����� ::::::::::� � ::::::::::� �
����������
��
�� 
��" � � ::::::::::�  
�
�������	"�����6�����

�����	 ����	 5�
������,���;���"��
�

4�
���>�
�� � 7�"������@�=�����
����

!��"��	#���$���	 ��
�������
�D������  =���������������;��������� � 6���������
���

������������������������������������� ���
=��
����
�
���

7����������
�

>����
�������
�@
�C�������E� �

8��
������
�
���

�����.�

 ��������
�
����

��	"��,��
	��

4��
��;������� �

���	���������	���������	���������	������  

� ���������
����������
����������
����������
�� ���  ��������������������������������������������� ���  ����������������������������������������� ���
� ������������������������������������� ��� ���	���������	���������	���������	������   ������������������������������������� ��� ���� ������������������������������������� ��� ���	���������	���������	���������	������  

��������	 8���������
�
���� =
	
���4������  4������5����
�

8���������
�
���� ;����%����

�������
�	
�
�	 6��F�����"� @���8����
�  7�����������	
�
�

,����������� ��������7�"���

�����	�����	 7�
������� ����������	
�  
�
���>�����C�,�� 
����� �  ��������
�<A ��������
�
���� � � 4

�������8��
��7�"�� �

�������	 ����4��	
���� ��
��@�����������  @�"�����
�
����
�

� �

������	 �����/� �����'�  �����&�
�

�����.� �����&�

������
	�����
	 ::::::::::� 8��
��7�"���  ::::::::::�
�

::::::::::� 4��"�����	"�

������
	���� ::::::::::� �������;�������� �  ::::::::::�
�

::::::::::� 4��"�����	"�

�������	����� ::::::::::� 6�����
������=��?����
����	"�  � ::::::::::� ��
����	7������ �

�����	 ����	 8��
��������������7�"���  7�
���� ������������
���������	
�
�

%��	������=������� 
����
�

!��"��	#���$���	 �  >�����������  ��
�������
�D������

::::::::::�

����	����	"�

=����4��
���

�

@�
�� ������

�����/�

7������E�	
�
�

>�����4�
���

 �� ���������
���������	
 �

���	���������	���������	���������	������  



 

November 2008                                      8                                                                                   TABLE   TALK


�2�=!�%'()* News


-$1���
!$%
�>*�$'�'

��!�
2�
�!2� 


Undesignated Income $203,831.61 

Budgeted Expenses $174,769.10 

Income Less Expenses + $29,062.51 

�22�$%!$1�
?
�99��)$3'




�!2�

 7	��

'���)1�



��	 :

'���)1�



�99��)$3

��2!0



Sep. 28 46 96 $4,888.00 

Oct. 5 80 90 $4,585.00 

Oct. 12 74 83 $7,723.00 

Oct. 19 82 89 $4,118.00 
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Nov. 7 
 

Phyllis Shindle 

You Will Never Look  
at a Cup of Coffee  

the Same Way Again! 
 

     A young woman went to her mother and 
confided how her life seemed so hard for her.  
She did not know how she was going to make 
it and wanted to give up.  She was tired of 
fighting and struggling.  It seemed as one 
problem was solved, a new one arose. 
     Her mother took her to the kitchen.  She 
filled three pots with water and placed each 
on a high fire.  Soon the pots came to a boil.  

In the first pot she placed carrots, in the second pot she placed eggs, 
and in the third pot she placed ground coffee beans.  She let them boil, 
without saying a word. 
     In about twenty minutes she turned off the burners.  She scooped the 
carrots out and placed them in a bowl.  She pulled the eggs out and 
placed them in a bowl.  Then she ladled the coffee out and placed it in a 

     “Carrots, eggs, and coffee,” the daughter said. 
     Her mother brought her closer and asked her to feel the carrots.  She did and noted 
that they were soft.  The mother then asked the daughter to take an egg and break it.   Af-
ter pulling off the shell, she observed that the inside was hard.  Finally the mother asked 
the daughter to sip the coffee.  The daughter smiled as she tasted its rich aroma.  The 
daughter then asked, “What does all this mean?” 
     Her mother explained that each of these objects had faced the same adversity:  boiling 
water.  Each reacted differently.  The carrot went in strong, hard, and unrelenting.  How-
ever, after being subjected to the boiling water, it softened and became weak.  The egg 
had been fragile.  Its thin outer shell had protected its liquid interior, but after sitting in 
the boiling water, its insides became hardened.  The ground coffee beans were unique, 
however.  After they were in the boiling water, they changed the water. 
     Which are you?” she asked the daughter.  “When adversity knocks on your door, how do you respond:  Are you 
a carrot, an egg, or a coffee bean?” 

     Are you the carrot that seems strong, but with pain and adversity do you wilt 
and become soft and lose your strength?  Are you the egg that starts with a   
malleable heart, but changes with the heat?  Do you have a fluid spirit, but after 
a sudden death, a breakup, a financial hardship, or some other trial, do you    
become hardened and stiff?  Does your shell look the same, but on the inside are 
you bitter and tough with a stiff spirit and hardened heart?  Or are you the    
coffee bean?  The bean actually changed the boiling water — the very circum-
stance that brings the pain.  When the water get hot, it releases the fragrance 
and flavor.  If you are like the coffee bean, when things are at their worst, you 
get better and change the situation around you.  May we all be coffee beans! 

 

November 2008                                 5                                                                                       TABLE  TALK

�
��


 

Butler Hollinger 140 Snider Avenue   Apt. #4 
Waynesboro, PA  17268 
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Roy Stoner, Jr. 712 Prospect Avenue 
Waynesboro, PA  17268 
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Receive into  
the Arms of  

Your Mercy... 
Ruth Grundy , who died on October 10.  Rev. Henry 
Johnson officiated at the service at Grove-Bowersox 
Funeral Home on October 15.  Burial was in Green 
Hill Cemetery. 
 

Pauline Haugh, who died on October 18.  Rev. Rich-
ard Seaks led the funeral service at Evangelical on  
October 22.  She was buried in Green Hill Cemetery.  
ELC is grateful for receiving memorial contributions. 
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Five Lessons about 
the Way We Treat People 

Author Unknown; 
found at www.inspire21.com 

Second Important Lesson  —  Pickup in the Rain 
 
     One night, at 11:30 p.m., an older African American woman 
was standing on the side of an Alabama highway trying to endure 
a lashing rain storm.  Her car had broken down and she desper-
ately needed a ride.  Soaking wet, she decided to flag down the 
next car.  A young white man stopped to help her, generally un-
heard of in those conflict-filled 1960’s.  The man took her to 
safety, helped her get assistance, and put her into a taxicab. 
     She seemed to be in a big hurry, but wrote down his address 
and thanked him.  Seven days went by and a knock came on the 
man’s door.  To his surprise, a giant console color TV was deliv-
ered to his home.  A special note was attached.  It read: 
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First Important Lesson  —  The Cleaning Lady 

     During my second month of college, my professor gave the class a pop quiz.  I was a 
conscientious student and had breezed through the questions until I read the last one:  “What 
is the first name of the woman who cleans the school?” 
     Surely this was some kind of joke.  I had seen the cleaning woman several times.  She 
was tall, dark-haired, and in her 50’s, but how would I know her name? 
     I handed in my paper, leaving the last question blank.  Just before class ended, one     
student asked if the last question would count toward our quiz grade.   
     “Absolutely,”  said the professor.  “In your careers, you will meet many people.  All are 
significant.  They deserve your attention and care, even if all you do is smile and say hello.” 
     I’ve never forgotten that lesson.  I also learned her name was Dorothy. 
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Third Important Lesson  —  Always Remember Those Who Serve 
 
     In the days when an ice cream sundae cost much less, a 10-year-old boy entered a 
hotel coffee shop and sat at a table.  A waitress put a glass of water in front of him.   
     “How much is an ice cream sundae?” he asked. 
     “Fifty cents,” replied the waitress. 
     The little boy pulled his hand out of his pocket and studied the coins in it. “Well, 
how much is a plain dish of ice cream?”  he inquired. 
     “Thirty-five cents,” she brusquely replied. 
     The little boy again counted his coins.  “I’ll have the plain ice cream,” he said. 
     The waitress brought the ice cream, put the bill on the table and walked away.  The boy finished the ice 
cream, paid the cashier and left.  When the waitress came back, she began to cry as she wiped down the table.  
There, placed neatly beside the empty dish, were two nickels and five pennies.   
     You see, the boy couldn’t afford the sundae, because he had to have enough left to leave a tip. 

Fourth Important Lesson  —  The Obstacle in Our Path 
 

     In ancient times, a King had a boulder placed on a roadway.  
The he hid himself and watched to see if anyone would remove 
the huge rock.  Some of the king’s wealthiest merchants and 
courtiers came by and simply walked around it.  Many loudly 
blamed the king for not keeping the roads clear, but none did 
anything about getting the stone out of the way. 
     Then a peasant came along carrying a load of vegetables.  
Upon approaching the boulder, the peasant laid down his bur-
den and tried to move the stone to the side of the road.  After 
much pushing and straining, he finally succeeded.  After the 
peasant picked up his load of vegetables, he noticed a purse ly-

ing in the road where the boulder had been.  The purse contained many gold coins and a note from the king 
indicating that the gold was for the person who removed the boulder from the roadway.  The peasant learned 
what many of us never understand :  Every obstacle presents an opportunity to improve our condition. 

    Fifth Important Lesson  —  Giving When It Counts 
 
     Many years ago, when I worked as a volunteer at a hospital, I got to know a little girl 
named Liz who was suffering from a rare and serious disease.  Her only chance of     
recovery appeared to be a blood transfusion from her 5-year old brother, who had      
miraculously survived the same disease and had developed the antibodies needed to 
combat the illness.  The doctor explained the situation to her little brother, and asked the 
little boy if he would be willing to give his blood to his sister. 
     I saw him hesitate for only a moment before taking a deep breath and saying, “Yes, 
I’ll do it if it will save her.”   
     As the transfusion progressed, he lay in bed next to his sister and smiled, as we all 
did, seeing the color returning to her cheeks.  The boy’s face grew pale and his smile 
faded. 
     He looked up at the doctor and asked with a trembling voice, “Will I start to die right 
away?’ 
     Being young, the little boy had misunderstood the doctor; he thought he was going to 
have to give his sister all of his blood in order to save her. 


